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We need your views! 

You will have received a Parentmail asking for your views on what approach we should take to 

smartphones in this school. This is such an important issue so please do fill in the survey.  You 

might want to find out some more information about the smartphone free childhood 

movement here: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/ . To help our parents' knowledge 

and understanding we have invited speakers from the RBWM movement to present some 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/


information about smartphones in an online meeting on Monday 9th February at 6.30pm. 

Please do put this date in your diary.  More information on how to join the meeting will follow. 

The deadline for the consultation has been extended to Wednesday 11th February 2026. 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

Did you know that 18-25th January is the Week for Prayer of Christian Unity?  This is especially 

important for us as an Ecumenical school because we have the opportunity to reflect on how 

special it is to celebrate the traditions of both the Catholic and Anglican churches.  This week 

also lends itself to reflection upon how we work together in general, how we respect and 

support one another and how we navigate differences. This year’s theme was working together 

for peace and you can find out more about that here: https://cte.org.uk/wpcu2026/ . On 

Monday this week, Deacon Stephen who is one of our new governors, spoke to the pupils in 

assembly about the importance of all Christians working together. This is a topic that he feels 

strongly about and he even has a role in championing ecumenism in the Catholic Portsmouth 

Diocese.  

Year 5 progress meetings  

Thanks to all Year 5 parents who attended the Year 5 progress meetings last Wednesday. It ’s 

always a real privilege to meet with parents to talk about their child’s learning and progress. 

Please do fill in the feedback questionnaire that has come to you via Parentmail.  

Year 5 Fire Safety Session  

On Friday 16th January, Year 5 engaged in a Fire Safety session from the Fire Service team at 

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue.  This involved a classroom session with Ed from the Safety 

Education Team and a look at the fire engine. The pupils really enjoyed the sessions and learnt 

about possible risks and dangers at home, as well as understanding what to do in an 

emergency.  They reflected on the importance of having smoke alarms at home as well as an 

escape plan. This week, the pupils will be completing additional activities in their form time as a 

follow up to the visit. 

These sessions supplement the Year 5 PSHE curriculum, which has a focus on 'keeping myself 

safe' this term. Please see additional information here from the Berkshire Fire and Rescue 

Service about fire safety at home. https://www.rbfrs.co.uk/your-safety/safety-at-home/ 

New governors  

We have several new governors joining our governing body and we are extremely fortunate to 

have recruited when there are many governing bodies locally who have standing vacancies. 

After many years of service as a governor, Canon David has stepped down. He will, however, still 

be coming in to lead collective worship alongside Revd Sally and to meet with pupils and staff. 

https://cte.org.uk/wpcu2026/
https://www.rbfrs.co.uk/your-safety/safety-at-home/


Deacon Stephen has stepped in to become our Portsmouth Foundation Governor and we also 

have Mrs Louise Lovegrove, former headteacher of Trinity St Stephen’s Church of England First 

School, joining us as our Oxford Foundation Governor and Jade Dockerill, an experienced Head 

of English from a Maidenhead school, joins as a co-opted governor. Finally, in a very exciting 

vote count last Friday, which unbelievably ended in a dead tie and had to be decided by a draw, 

Mark Evans becomes our new parent governor. We are very excited to have such fantastic new 

governors joining us!  

 

1 - Year 5 Fire Safety  

 

2 - Year 5 Fire Safety  

PE SERFBOARD 

The Year 7 boys’ football team secured an excellent 3–0 victory against St Michael’s Middle 

School to progress to the quarter-finals of the ESFA Cup.  Goals were scored by Zane, Oscar and 

Mark in a fantastic all-round team performance. 



A great achievement by the boys, well done to all involved. The next round will be played before 

half term. 

Reminder that 2nd payment of £49.50 for Y5 Longridge residential trip is due 1st February. 

MILLIONAIRE READERS  

1 Million Words 

(6/3) Filip C 

(6/4) Mariana W 

(7/2) Cloe G 

(7/3) Mark T 

(7/3) Rush K 

(7/4) Ben B 

(8/1) Jessica J 

  

3 Million Words 

(6/3) Arthur T 

  

HONOURS READER  

(6/1) Finley H 

 

3 - 7T problem solving in maths. 



 

4 - 51 problem solving in maths. 



PSA QUIZ NIGHT 

 

     Tickets are on sale for our PSA Quiz Night and we would love you to join.  

  

When? Friday 27th February, 2026 18:30 - 22:00   

  

Come along and join us in our STERF quiz night. Bring your mastermind brains and knowledge 

along and enjoy a fun night. Doors open at 6:30pm with the bar available and the quiz will start 

at 7:15pm. Food will be served at 8pm then the second half of the quiz will take place with a 

finish around 10pm.  

If you don’t have a team the PSA can allocate you one on the night. Max will be 8 per team.  



Ticket options are: A) ticket no food B) ticket with five slices of pizza C) ticket with regular sized 

fish and chips 

A licensed bar will also be available on the night operating with cash and card. Please advise the 

PSA directly of any food intolerances. https://www.pta-

events.co.uk/sterfpsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=110364&isProductGroup=false&subGro

upId= 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sterfpsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=110364&isProductGroup=false&subGroupId=
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sterfpsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=110364&isProductGroup=false&subGroupId=
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sterfpsa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=110364&isProductGroup=false&subGroupId=


 

We regularly schedule head of year assemblies into our worship and pastoral rota. This morning 

Mr Davies led a Year 8 assembly on the theme of 'Respect and Kindness' and Mr Affleck led a 

Year 6 assembly on the theme of 'Respect and making the right choices'. It is important to 

provide these opportunities for year groups to get together to share our core values and be 

reminded about what is important in building positive relationships with each other. Years 5 and 

7 will have their year group assemblies next week with Miss Chambers and Mrs Cairns.  

National Year of Reading 2026 

 

Reading expands minds, builds confidence and fuels creativity. Yet with more distractions and 

less time, reading for pleasure is in decline across many groups. 



The National Year of Reading 2026 is here to change that, by reconnecting reading with 

everyday culture. 

Did you know? 

The top ten most borrowed authors from the School Library last year were: Jeff Kinney – Diary 

of a Wimpy Kid series, Katie Kirby – Lottie Brooks series, Liz Pichon – Tom Gates series and Dav 

Pilkey – Dog Man series. Will the same names be in the top spot this year?  

Be in it to win it! 

Can the whole school read 220,000,000 words before the Easter Reading Assembly? Watch this 

space. 

Be inspired. 

Why not book to see your favourite author at a literary event? This one comes highly 

recommended and Katie Kirby will be there this year! 

https://oxfordliteraryfestival.org/ 

The School Librarians 

 

https://oxfordliteraryfestival.org/
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