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Let the Advent magic begin!

Next week is the first official week of Advent and we have already started to plan and prepare
for the weeks ahead. Faith Club have designed Christmas Decorations on the theme of 'angels’
for our contribution to the Christmas Tree Festival at Holy Trinity Church. Families are most
welcome to attend this and see the beautiful trees.

We are also really looking forward to our Christmas Fayre next week. Thanks must go to the PSA
committee and the many parents who have volunteered to help out in some way. Please do
come and join us and maybe bring some friends/other family members! Do make sure that you
carefully read the letter sent home on 20th November which outlines all of the many activities
taking place in the coming weeks.



Vibrant Victorians!

It has been such a full and enjoyable fortnight. Seeing our Year 6 pupils dressed in their
Victorian outfits Last Friday was especially delightful. The pupils took part in a range of engaging
activities to deepen their understanding of Victorian England. Highlights included experiencing a
strict Victorian classroom, making bridges in science and Victorian games in DT. The standout
moment, however, was their chance to take part in a performance about the lives of Victorian
children, delivered by Rainbow Theatres.

Parent Engagement Group (PEG)

PEG met for the first time this year on Tuesday to discuss important school matters, share ideas
and also have some yummy refreshments prepared by our caterers. We were joined by two new
members and eight loyal members from last year. On our agenda were pupil wellbeing,
marketing and our mobile phone policy. There was plenty of very useful discussion about the
smartphone free childhood movement and the school’s stance. A full parent survey will follow
about this important issue in the coming weeks. Watch this space! Thank you to all those who
attended.

Governors...

Governors play a vital role in ensuring the continuous development of all aspects of the school.
We have held two committee meetings in the last fortnight, Performance and Standards and
Finance and Resources. As you will be aware, we are currently looking to fill two parent
governor posts, with the deadline for applications being Monday 1st December. Please do
complete an application if you are interested.

Non-uniform for Daisy’s Dream

Daisy’s Dream is a fantastic charity who have supported a number of our pupils over the years.
You can find out more about their work here: https://www.daisysdream.org.uk/ Our non-

uniform day today was a resounding success. It is always lovely to see pupils in their own
clothes, their styles, personalities and interests really do shine through. We also raised a
whopping £442.48! Well done everyone!


https://www.daisysdream.org.uk/







WOW WRITERS
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Congratulations to our new WOW Writers — especially our first Year 5 winners of the academic
year. The following pupils were presented with WOW Writer badges by Mrs Noctor in
recognition of their excellent writing across a range of curriculum subjects: Wyatt 5/4, Skye 5/2,
Filip 6/3, Zak 7/3 and Noah 8/2.



Anti-Bullying

One of the ‘Anti-bullying week’ activities was a competition to create anti-bullying poster. The
winner of the poster competition is Nora 6/3.

Well done Nora!

BATIK & JITTERBUGS
Key Stage 3 DT

Year 7 and 8 have been working hard to create fantastic products in their DT lessons this term.
Year 8 are using Batik techniques to dye fabric with interesting patterns before creating a book
bag and Year 7 have been using new equipment in the workshop to help them build jitterbug
toys. Watch out for these fabulous creations coming home soon. A huge thank you goes to Mrs
Murphy our amazing DT technician and Mrs Hill and Ms Neil for helping the pupils with these
awesome projects.



Victorian Day 2025 — Art Workshops with Year 6

During our Victorian Day Art and Design workshop, pupils stepped into the role of Victorian
ornithologists, linking beautifully with our ongoing birds project. We explored the traditional
drawing and writing tools of the era, experimenting with dip pens and ink to produce detailed
scientific bird illustrations. This was a challenging process that required patience, control, and
careful observation — especially when trying to avoid unexpected splashes and ink puddles!
Despite the difficulty, pupils rose to the challenge wonderfully and produced a series of
impressive, historically inspired artworks.
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Three amazingly talented STERF musicians represented our school in the first Windsor Rotary
Young Musician Competition. Oliver in Year 5 and Leon in Year 6 played pieces on the piano and
Isolde in Year 7 played the flute. They were all commended by the adjudicator for their courage




and musical ability and Mrs Bagshaw was very impressed by all of their performances. Hopefully
we will have even more pupils taking part in this exciting competition next year.

Calling All Year 7s!!
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MUSCLE CEl

We would like you to make models of specialised cells and these will be judged on
10th December. Working in groups of 3 from your Science Class, go wild with your imaginations.
Can you knit, bake or are you a whizz with Lego? We can't wait to see your entries! More details

are on your google classroom - make sure you know all about your specialised cell and its
organelles.
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Year 8 Girls are Winners!

On Thursday 13th November we took part in the KS3 Girls Football Tournament at WGS. We
split our usual KS3 Girls Football squad into a Year 8 and Year 7 6 a-side team. Both competed
well, facing teams from St Peter's, Dedworth and some familiar faces of past pupils in the WGS
team. Our Year 7s came 5th and our Year 8 won every match and were crowned the
Champions!

Well done to all who played!



Peer Mentoring




On Tuesday 25th November some of the year 5s met their new Year 8 peer mentors. The Year 8s
will be working with a small group of Year 5s on different aspects of school such as organisation,
friendship and navigating day-to-day school life. In this first session they had a chance to get to
know each other through a range of different activities and games. The peer mentoring
programme gives the Year 5 pupils the opportunity to build a trusting relationship with an older
pupil, who can offer advice and answer questions during their time in Year 5.

1 - Congratulations to our team of Year 7 Reading Buddies for this year.



MILLIONAIRE READERS
1 Million Words

(6/1) Robin H

(7/3) Paul B

(7/4) Kasper M

(8/1) Rebecca W

(8/3) Peter K

2 Million Words

(6/2) Ellie C

REMINDERS
e Osmington Bay 2026 — the next instalment of £50 is due on the 1st December 2025.

e Reminder that the £40 deposit for year 5 Longridge residential is due 5th December
2025.

We would kindly remind you that whilst contributions to trips are voluntary, we are
experiencing a higher proportion of non-payment and whilst no child will be excluded from the
activity, we may need to cancel future events if sufficient funds are not raised.

Most parents decide to send their children to a Christian school because they know that their
child will be educated in a Christian environment and because they know that the school will
provide an excellent education.

The quality of Christian schools is such that the Government have granted many of them
‘voluntary aided’ status. St Edward’s Royal Free Ecumenical Middle School is a voluntary-aided
school. This means that while most of our income is derived from local Government funds, as a
Christian school, we must contribute 12% of the cost for major improvements and for the
maintenance of our school buildings. To fund this 12% cost, all families are kindly asked to make
a voluntary contribution each year. If the money is not raised, the work cannot be undertaken.



Through the contribution of families and the generous support of parents to the School Fund we
have together been able to provide the facilities that the children now benefit from in our school.
Recent projects include:

e New canopy near gym

e New entrance gates by recreation ground
® Refurbished classrooms

e New office space

e New classroom furniture

* Picnic benches

e Playground maintenance

e Gym corridor flooring

® Refurbished gym floor

e Additional external PE storage

e Qutdoor seating areas in the KS3 playground
* Four external water bottle fillers

e Phase 1 of pupil toilets upgrade

e New classroom storage

e New classroom furniture

There is an ever continuing need to refurbish our existing facilities to meet the requirements of
today’s education standards and improve the learning environment of the school for the benefit
of all the children, staff and parents.

None of these works would have been possible without the valuable contribution made by
parents, therefore please consider making a contribution to Sterf via Scopay. Every little bit does
help!
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Together we are
beating cancer

St Edwards Royal Free Ecumenical ] Cancer Research UK

Mddle Schal.. & PO Box 1661
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Efﬁ'g‘;f T United Kingdom
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03001231022

Our Reference: REO2078331
Dear Sir/Madam, 13 November 2025

On behalf of everyone here at Cancer Research UK, thank you so much for your generous
donation of £1203.64.

We're the world's leading cancer charity, dedicated to saving and improving lives with our
research. In the last 50 years, our pioneering work has helped double cancer survival in the UK.
And today it's continuing to save lives, here and around the world.

The more money we raise, the more progress we can drive for people affected by cancer — and
that's why we're so grateful for your support. By investing in our scientists and their vital
research, we can realise our vision of a world where everybody leads longer, better lives, free
from the fear of cancer.

Your donation of £1,203.64 could buy 2 mini centrifuges, which are used to spin blood samples
until different types of blood cells separate. Our scientists can then study the different types of
cells to find out more about them.

If you've chosen to hear from us, we'll keep you updated about the progress we are making and
the ways you can support our work in the future. If you'd prefer not to hear from us, and haven't
told us this already, you can contact us using the details at the top of this letter.

Together we are beating cancer.

Yours sincerely,

SRR

2 - Letter from Cancer Research regarding our fund raising.
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